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ILLY Sunday has wrilten a
@ book! If you lke Billy Bundny

you will like this book: If he
ghocks you, the book will do likewise.
Here {8 a sample:

“Samson found himself In his ele
ment down at Timmath,

“When he put on his new pinch:
buck toga, and strolled down the
rialto, stopping tt every thirst garage
on the way, he was the renl goods-
in the eyes of the crowd,

“Phey would wait outside the sa-
loon while he went inside to put an-
other orimp in the visible supply of
bonded wobble-jul¢e—and every time
he cnme out he was wenring his chest
a few inches farther out in the front.

“Spmson wns only human.

“He thought he was hitting on all
twelve cylindere all the time.

“But bis carburetor needed atten-
tion.

“And he was eating up gas instend
of mileage.

“He soon begnn taking all the jazz
of Flagh Alley home with him and try-
ing it on his piano—and thinking how
nice it sounded.

“It didn’t take him long to begin
kidding bhimself, and the moment a
man starts In lo throw the solitary
bull it"s nighty-nighty for him.

“When he begins to put a war price
on hima¢lf he's o mark for the first
stiek-up guy that wanders along the
nvenue,

"God started Samson in life with his
blessing. DBut the applanse of the
wrong kind of people cume bgtween
him and God.

“By the time Samson bad performe-
ed In public n few times and had been
given top column, fArsl page position
in the Philistine Evening Breeeze, he
had to have his new spring Hds made
to order,

“It was impossible to find one in
stock big enough for him.

“There are always one or two expert
barbers in the next block,

“Sameon didn’t intend to have his
hair cut when he started out.

“He didn’t expect to become a pris-
oner, Nobody ever does.

“The devil grenses the skids for you,
but you have to clhmb to get to heaven.

“Thut's the difference.

"Bamson's first courtship at Tim-
nath was all to the merry.

“Ihe girl lie had fallen for was one
of those dizzy blondes with the guso-
line gaze and the Come Hither smile,
that are mporied especially lor the
benefit of the wisy guy who knows the
world,

"And Sumson thought he
everything in the world.

“He thought he had Lthe telephone
number of every [ly in the garden of
love,

“A prerty woman can do more troks
with one of these wisphelmers than a
monkey can do with a cotoanut.

*You've met (he kind,

“A good woman g the nearest ap-
proach to hedven in human Torm.
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the devil hefore hoe reallzes he Is on
the way,

“And she never glves him a teturn
ticket, elther,

“In the meantime Samson didn’t let
his wouolng Inlerfere with his press-
ngenting of himself,

“He wna the world's originnl strong-
arm guy, and he wanted folks to know
it

“One day when he wag beating it
over to that particular town where his
particular Fluffy Ruftles received her
mall, with a box of clhocolates under
hig arm, and a bunch of orchids in his
mitt, he met a llon.

“IL =0 happened that the llon hadn't
been reading the newspaper lately—"
nnd 50 on,

1 have given this rather lengthy quo-
tutlon because there will doubtless be
many people who will read this re-
view who will never see the book, and
as all of its 329 pages run wlong in the
game style, nothing 1 can say will give
a better idea of it than a good sam-
ple.

Bllly Sunday has parodied ten Old
Testument stories in this way, opening
with Adam and Eve. The latter, he
siys, “was the first woman to wipe her
tauleum powder off on a man's cont.”

At the outset his worst detractors
will have to admit he has produced a
vory readable book. He has taught me
weveral things 1 didn't know dbout
American slang, and he has made me
laugh. If this had come from the press
as a professedly funny book I would
have put it in the first class for low
comedy, Viewed in that light 1 have
aulte g friendly feeling for it,

I must, however, remember that this
baok is supposed to have a serlous
purpose. It is meant, I suppose, to
gpread religion ,to bring its readers to
a consclousness of sin. With the best
will in the world I cannot see that it is
adapted to any such purpose. It
proves that its author would have been
n roaring success as o music hall come-
dian, but it fails to prove his fitness to
interpret the Bible.

Surely It does not need to be said
one gets not the faintest light on the
Biblical storiea from  these absurd
pleces of horse humor. Samson can-
not be understood by anyone who will
not take the trouble to acquaint him-
gelf with the salient facts of Old Tes-
tament exegesis, and there is not the
slightest suggestion that Bllly Sunday
has done this. Perhaps he thinks he
is presenting a modernized version of
Samson—pleturing him as he would if
he lived in presentday America. FEven
g0 lie I8 very wide of the mark. The
fuct {8 that had Samson been born at
the present day he could not have
been anything like the type of man he
may he supposed to have been in an-
clent Sy~'1, Deep down the maln lines
of L harncter would be the same,
but su. ~ficially he would have been
tolally different, and Bllly Bunday pre
sents nothing but a superficial pleture.
This 18, of course, granting him his

“A bad woman can gend a man to bellef that .4 the eharacters he thus

grotesquely misrepresents, including
Adum and Eve, are real historicnl
characlers, and not mythological ones,

It is very difficuit indeed to deal
with the book serioualy, Taken as o
joke it has its merits, It is gross hu-
mor to put thege words In the mouth
of God, addressed to Adam:

“Here s a renl home, and there iz
no installmentplan mortgage on it. It
has modern improvemeonts, n southern
exposure, open plumbing, hot and cold
running water, & magnificent view
from the front porch.”

That Is the kind of satire we would
expect from the chenpest kind of
street-corner propagandist of secular
ism. But it comes from one whom we
are asked to take seriously as a
propaginndiat, not of secularism, but of
religlon!

We read about Abraham's telephone,
his automobile, his rolltop desk, and
his writing a check to cash for six
figures, for “he was the principal de-
positor at the bank.” We are told he
puts an advertisement in the morning
paper advertising his business for a
quick sale. “The announcement made
some excltement In the burg, for Ab-
rasham had been regarded as one of
the fixtures of the place, and one of
the pillars of the community.” He
wipes his face with his handkerchief
and sits down In his chalr to “baked
beans and apple ple

I give it up. I cannot imagine how
this kind of thing Is Intended to make
anyone religious. It certainly does not
help anyone to understand the Biile,
It eannot make ayone love or rever-
ence Bible characters, What effect (=
it supposed to have? Frankly 1 do not
know, and the more ! think of it the
more | am ol & loss,

Bui §f this vulgarization of Billy
Sunday’'s misunderstanding of the Old
Testament 18 belleved to have some re-
liglons value, pérhaps e will interpret
the New Testament in the sama way.
What he says In his Foreward would
geem to foreshadow such a calnmity.
Let him speak for himself:

“I am trying to bring the Gospel,
and the Bible, and Christ into the day's
work and the day's pleasures of the
men and women whom 1 urge to ac.
copt them,

“1 want to make them real, and vitul
and definite, and personal.”

Again he says:

“If we are willing to accept the Only
Son of God as our personil atonement
—the most vital and intimate service
that can be rendered to us—there is
no good reason to hold Him at arm’s
length,"

It would geem, therafore that Billy
Sunday is perfectly capable of guying
the Crucifixion!

Billy Sunday has no puatience with
his erition,

“The real objection of 4 lot of them,”
he says, “is that they don't like to be

told that they are headed stradght for

perdition—in & language they can un-
derstand.”
Tha' however, I8 nol my oblecllon,
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